New York, NY (March 12, 2020) — In consultation with Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts (LCPA),
Film at Lincoln Center will be closing the Walter Reade Theater and the Elinor Bunin Munroe Film Center
effective 5:00pm this afternoon, March 12, 2020, in response to the ongoing health concerns related to
COVID-19 (coronavirus).

Updates regarding all first-run and repertory programming are forthcoming. The 49th New
Directors/New Films will be postponed and the 46th Chaplin Award Gala honoring Spike Lee will be
rescheduled for later this fall. Additional information regarding new dates for both events will be
communicated in the coming weeks. We regret any inconvenience caused by these changes;
information regarding refunds and exchanges will follow. We are continuing to monitor the situation
closely in consultation with our LCPA colleagues as well as government and health officials and will
provide updates as needed.

FLC Executive Director Lesli Klainberg said, “As the COVID-19 situation develops, Film at Lincoln Center’s
top priority remains the health, wellness, and safety of our staff, audiences, and artists. We remain
committed to our nonprofit mission—supporting the art and elevating the craft of cinema.”

In a statement, Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts said, “In light of the circumstances involving the
COVID-19 virus, the performing arts institutions on the Lincoln Center campus will suspend constituent
public performances and screenings as of 5:00pm Thursday night for the month of March (however the
status of Lincoln Center Theater is to be determined in line with the decisions of the Broadway League).
This is in an effort to mitigate the spread of the COVID-19 virus, and to prioritize the health of our
communities. This is a rapidly evolving situation, and we will continue to provide updates as we receive
new information.”

For continued updates, please visit filmlinc.org/covid19.

FILM AT LINCOLN CENTER
Film at Lincoln Center is dedicated to supporting the art and elevating the craft of cinema and enriching
film culture.

Film at Lincoln Center fulfills its mission through the programming of festivals, series, retrospectives, and
new releases; the publication of Film Comment; the presentation of podcasts, talks, and special events;
the creation and implementation of Artist Initiatives; and our Film in Education curriculum and
screenings. Since its founding in 1969, this nonprofit organization has brought the celebration of
American and international film to the world-renowned arts complex Lincoln Center, making the
discussion and appreciation of cinema accessible to a broad audience, and ensuring that it remains an
essential art form for years to come.


https://www.filmlinc.org/visit-us/covid-19/

Film at Lincoln Center receives generous, year-round support from The New York Times, Shutterstock,
the National Endowment for the Arts, and the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State Legislature. American Airlines is the Official
Airline of Film at Lincoln Center. For more information, visit www.filmlinc.org and follow @filmlinc on
Twitter.

For media-specific inquiries regarding Film at Lincoln Center, please contact:

Lisa Thomas, Ithomas@filmlinc.org, 212-671-4709
Kate Patterson, kpatterson@filmlinc.org, 212-875-5945
Isadora Johnson, ijohnson@filmlinc.org, 212-875-5419
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